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and appealed against it, withholding the royal consent for
more than two months.1
Lack of evidence makes it impossible to pursue the
question further; more detailed knowledge of persons and
events in the different dioceses is required before it could
be determined how many of the curiales were promoted by
the direct interference of the Crown with the local cathedral
clergy. The only conclusion which is now possible must
be tentative. The numerous instances of royal failures,
read together with coincidences suggesting the private
initiative of local magnates or administrators, or the inde-
pendence of cathedral clergy, make it possible that Henry III
had far less personal influence in determining the personnel
of his episcopate than is sometimes imagined. When he
was unsupported by legatine authority the strength of
localism often proved superior to his efforts.
Free Elections.
Fifteen elections have so far not been touched upon.*
These have a peculiar interest. There is no suggestion in
chronicles or records that any kind of external pressure was
brought to bear upon the cathedral clergy. The bishops
elect were quickly confirmed by king and metropolitan
without any kind of difficulty or litigation; as distinguished
members of the cathedral chapters who elected them, they
were no doubt chosen partly because of the ability and
knowledge they had shown in the service thereof. No
connexion with powerful local magnates, or with the court,
will otherwise explain their nomination. In short, there is
every reason to believe that their elections were not only
formally canonical but actually free.3
1 Patent Rolls, i. 406 ; Rot. Lit. Claus. L 560 b. At the time of his election
Mauclerc was doing administrative work in Cumberland.
* Two of these degremio elections were of monks, thirteen of seculars. Monks:
Roger Skerning to Norwich and Robert Stichill to Durham* Seculars: To Chi-
chester, John Clipping, Stephen Berksted; to Salisbury, Robert Bingham, Giles
Bridport, Walter de la Wyle ; to Lincoln, Robert Grosseteste, Henry Lexington,
Richard Gravesend ; to London, Roger Niger, Henry Sandwich j to York, God-
frey Ludham; to Hereford, Ralph Maidstone; to Exeter, Richard Blund.
3 Twelve other similar elections seem in the first place to have been free ; but
on objections being raised were carried to the Papal Curia for confirmation. Nine
of these, all degremio elections of monks, were cancelled; three confirmed; Hugh
Belsham to Ely, M. Sewal Bovill to York, M, Richard Wendeue to Rochester.